
Northwest District of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

May 19, 2021 District Meeting via Zoom 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Corrado Perugini (VP), Dave Brouillette (District Rep), Karen Puskas (Admin), 
Scott Shakley (District Registrar), Kat Alfano (Brookfield), Nick Meglio (Bunker Hill), Joe 
Abdella (Shepaug), Mark Crowe (Torrington), Teresa Bilodeau (Terryville), Mindi Davidson 
(Watertown), Laura Anderson (New Fairfield), James Bishop (New Milford), Kevin LaFond 
(Northwest United), Jay Zalewski (Pomperaug), Paul Maloney (Wolcott), Ryan Chmielewski 
(Woodbury/Bethlehem), Dave Shannon (Litchfield). 

Missing: Winchester United, Sherman, Danbury, Thomaston, Highlander, CT Impact United 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 8:05 pm by Corrado Perugini. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

MINUTES:  Motion made by Joe Abdella to accept minutes from April 2021.  Seconded by 
Kevin Lafond.  All in favor.  Motion passed and minutes accepted. 

REGISTRAR REPORT:  Scott Shakley reporting. All going well.  Clubs still adding to rosters.  Rec 
players are still being added.  Numbers for competitive are up about 50% compared to fall.  
Scott asked that all clubs should designate teams spring or fall when registering them in US 
Soccer Connect by adding a tag line such as F20 or SP21.  It becomes hard to tell what team 
what is if the same name just gets carried over. 

TREASURER REPORT:  Karen Puskas reporting.  All well and no new reports this month.   

REFEREE REPORT:  John Hester not present to report.  Dave Brouillette stated that the state is 
down some 1,000 referees. 

STATE REPORT:  Dave Brouillette reporting.  CJSA is still working on a date for the AGM 
possibly in July outside.  Dave asked that all clubs do their annual club affiliation by June 1st.  
Dave also reminded clubs that we are still looking for a District VP as Cory Perugini will be 
leaving in January of 2021.  Dave will also be leaving and has stated that Paul Maloney of 
Wolcott has volunteered to take his position of State Representative for the District. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

All Star Game:  David Caruso of New Milford is handling the game which will be hosted by 
New Milford on June 12, 2021.  He has been in contact with teams with 8th graders to arrange 
both boys and girls games.  Clubs should forward their coaches to David as he begins to gather 
players.  He is asking for 3 players from each team that are 8th graders.  So far response has 
been good. 



Fall Reimbursement:  Karen stated that the district gives back of fall registration fees for those 
clubs who participated is in the works and all clubs should have their checks by June 15, 
2021.  This will amount to some $35,000. 

Covid Update:  Governor new order as of May 19, 2021 that masks do not have to be worn 
outside for anyone.  CJSA still abiding by youth sports mandate until further notice of which is 
expected in the next few days though that coaches and sideline players still wear masks. 

End of spring season:  Karen reminded clubs that the end of the spring season is June 20, 2021.  
All scores will need to be entered by June 23, 2021. 

District Meetings:  Karen stated that all Northwest District meetings will now be going back to 
in person beginning June 19, 2021.  Schedule of 2021-22 season will be given out at June 
meeting. 

Budget:  Dave stated he would like the district to begin reviewing their budget for the 2021-22 
season in June and vote and submit it by August. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Ryan from Wood/Beth brought up concern about coaches that are coaching up and down the 
whole field on the sideline.  Several have not stayed on their team’s designated bench side.  
Cory reminded clubs they need to stay within their own bench’s sideline and should not be in 
their opponent’s space. 

Cory addressed the several complaints he and the district have been receiving about aggressive 
play.  He has spent much time investigating situations that have arisen and clubs have reported 
about this and coaches, parents and spectators who have gotten “out of control.”  Cory has 
asked the club presidents to speak with their teams and coaches about good sportsmanship as 
well as their parents and remind all that these are games being played by children.  A few 
clubs brought up concerns about young referees and lack of experience.  CJSA no longer holds 
on field training/clinics for new referees, so the district is going to see about possibly doing a 
referee clinic in July for those interested.  More to hopefully follow. 

Next meeting will be Wednesday, June 16, 2021 at 7:30 pm at the Heritage Hotel in 
Southbury. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Puskas 

 

 

 


